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WOoOrDS OF ETERNAL LIFE 


by 


Rev. Hieromonk Calinic (Berger) 


Words have power. God created the world out of 
nothing by His words. We too, who are created in the 
image of God, create our worlds through our words. 
We live in the world we create for ourselves — and 
what kind of world each of us lives in is up to the 
words we use to create it. With our words we can 
spread forgiveness and love, reconciliation and heal- 
ing, warmth and light, encouragement, knowledge and 
power — or, the opposite. Words create an attitude as 
much as they come from an attitude. One kind word of 
encouragement can resurrect a soul and give a person 
the will and strength to do what he or she could not 
have done otherwise. “A wholesome 
tongue is a tree of life” (Proverbs 
15:4). We shape our eternal destiny 
by what comes out of our mouths. 
“For by your words you shall be 
justified, and by your words you shall 
be condemned” (Mt 12:37). 

If such power and inner spiritual 
force is found in human words, how 
much more then is it to be found in 
God’s words! God’s words are Spirit 
and life (John 6:63), they are everlasting and perma- 
nent (Mt 24:35, Mk 13:31, Lk 21:33). And where are 
God’s words to be found? The answer: in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

The Fathers knew that the Scripture has power — 
living power (Lk 4:32; I Cor 2:4) — “alive and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit ... and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb 4:12). This power is transmitted to the soul of 
the reader. Reading the words of God gives us peace 
(Ps. 119:165; Jn 16:33; Rom 15:4), joy (Jn 15:11; 1 Jn 


~ 16:33), cleanses us from sin (Jn 15:3) and gives us the 


power to overcome sin (Ps 119:11), teaches us the 
faith and prepares us to witness our faith (2 Tim 3:17; 
Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12), and gives us strength for all of 
our works, even the worldly (Josh 1:8; James 1:25; Ps 
18:29). St. Basil the Great referred to the Holy Scrip- 


tures as a “pharmacy open to all souls, such that each 


of us might be able to find the medicine suited to our 
own particular illness.” The Bible records both God’s 
words to us, and man’s response to God’s words, both 
good and bad. From the former, the Bible is an ever- 


flowing source of power, essential to our spiritual 


growth and salvation; from the latter, it is a timeless 
guide, providing us examples and exhortations from 
other people’s lives with which to judge and direct 
our own lives. From both of these elements, reading 


Scripture has a direct impact in the way we live and 
experience life. 
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For this reason, it was a common practice amongst 
Christians to memorize the Scriptures, such that “they 
may be always an open book to the soul” available to 
provide guidance for every circumstance of life. “The 
mind should swim, as it were, in the words of God,” 
said St. Seraphim of Sarov, who himself read the 
entire New Testament once a week. St. John Chrysostom 
speculated that “without the daily sweetening of the 
soul with the words of Holy Scripture, it is impossible 
to be saved.” St. Maximus the Confessor saw the 
reading of Scripture as a form of Holy Communion: 
just as the Word of God incarnates Himself in the 
Eucharist elements, so He incarnates 
Himself in the human words of the 
Scriptures. “If a man love me, he 
will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
him” (Jn 14:23). For the Fathers, the 
daily communion with God through 
the Scriptures went hand in hand 
with Communion on Sundays; to 
receive the latter without the former 
would not have made sense to them. 

Together with prayer, reading the Scriptures is part 
of our conversation with God. We talk to Him in 
prayer, He talks to us through His words. In the words 
of St. Isidore, “In prayer it is we who are speaking to 
God, but in the Scriptures it is God speaking to us.” 
One who reads to unlock the power in Scripture is 
brought into a conversation with God Himself. He is 
lifted up onto a different plane. The words of Scrip- 
ture illumine the mind, warm the heart, and sweeten 
the soul with the Spirit’s presence, which they contain 
(2 Tim 3:16). St. Paul exhorts us to “be transformed, 
by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2), such 
that we like the Apostles might “have the mind of 
Christ” (1 Cor 2:16). This transformation can only 
come about through the assiduous reading of Scrip- 
ture. By reading God's words, God's thoughts be- . 
come our thoughts, God’s perspective becomes our 
perspective, God’s sensitivities become our sensitivi- 
ties — in short, our minds and spirit conform to Christ’s. 
The scriptures “are able to make you wise unto salva- 
tion ... and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.” (2 Tim 3:15-17). 

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ,” 
said St. Jerome in the fourth century. The Scriptures 
teach us what we believe in the most direct, inspired 
presentation. Each of us is called to be able to articu- 

Cont. on page 16 
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AROY Activity Update 


THE OASIS IN FORT QU’ APPELLE 


St. Nicholas Camp - July, 2006 


by 
Rev. Fr. Cosmin Sicoe 


The Clergy, Staff and Students of St. Nicholas Camp 2006 


Following Christ’s calling, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of God” (Mark 10: 14), the valley with the 
name of a “Calling,” Qu”Appelle Valley, called again 
this year the children and teenagers of the Romanian 
Orthodox Deanery of Canada for the St. Nicholas 
Religious Education Camp. Every year, the Summer 
Camp of the Canadian Deanery becomes an oasis for 
our children: an oasis in time, in space and, most 
important, in their spiritual life. It is an oasis in time, 
because after a year full of all kinds of challenges, 
problems and temptations, the students spend a week 
praying and learning about God. It is an oasis in 
space, because for a week they leave the world which 
inhibits them from praying to or talking about God, 
and they enter another world where the TV and the 
movie theatres are replaced by a beautiful church 
building in the far north of the New World. They do 
not see advertisements for any kind distractions, sins 
or pleasures, but instead the Holy Cross, standing tall 
on top of the camp property, to remind them about 
Christ’s Passion and Victory. It is an oasis in their 
spiritual life, because the children, during the camp, 
drink of Christ’s “living water” which will become in 
them “a fountain of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life” (John 4:14). 


This year, our little Bedouins reached the oasis in 
the afternoon of Sunday, July 9". They were wel- 
comed by V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Nenson, the Dean of 
Canada, Psa. Grigoreta Sicoe, the chairperson of the 
Department of Religious Education — Canada, Rev. 
Fr. Cosmin Sicoe, the camp coordinator, Fr. Dn. John 
Bujea and Dr. Eleanor Bujea, members of the DOREC 
committee, Timothy MacLellan, the nurse of the camp 
and the cooks, Rose Dumba and Gloria Buchanan. 
Some of the little pilgrims came with their parents, 
therefore a job was found immediately for all of them: 
Angie Buchanan became the arts and crafts teacher, 
Dave Steski, the sport director, Claude Dupas was in 
charge of the repairs at the camp’s facilities with the 
help of Mary Thorne, Mitch Driver, Psa. Martha 
MacLellan, Michael Sklepowich, Carol Mayes and 
Angela Rowan. On Monday morning, another Bedouin 
came to our oasis, having hired a flying camel, the 
Rev. Fr. Calinic Berger, the parish priest of the Holy 
Cross Parish in Hermitage Pennsylvania and the Spiri- 
tual Advisor of AROY. Fr. Calinic was the special 
guest of the camp, and he taught the teenagers’ group. 

This year’s camp had 36 students, split into three 
groups: the youngest group was between 6 to 8 years 
of age, the next one between 9 to 10 and the third one 


Cont. on page 7 
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ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 2007 


To be eligible for nomination and election to the 
Parish Council, a person must satisfy the require- 
ments of Section 14 (c) (ii) of Article (IX) of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate of America (1994) and have been an en- 
rolled member of the Parish for at least six months at 
the time of his or her election. 

In addition to the above technical qualifications, 
the Nominating Committee should nominate, and the 
Parish Assembly should elect to the Parish Council, 
only those members who regularly receive the Holy 
Mysteries, actively work for the Parish’s spiritual and 
material advancement, exhibiting a strong desire to 
work for the building up of God’s Holy Orthodox 
Church. 

Nomination and election to the Parish Council should 
not be accorded to any member who fulfills merely 
the minimum requirements for receiving the Sacra- 
ments, who is not regularly in attendance at the Parish’s 
services, who promotes division and disunity within 
the Parish, or who is absent from the elections for 
Council without honorable cause. 

The following procedure for electing members to 
the Parish Council shall be strictly followed: At a 
meeting of the Parish Council at least one month prior 
to the Parish Assembly, the Council shall appoint a 
Nominating Committee consisting of the Parish Priest 


and three Council members which shall prepare for 
presentation to the Parish Assembly a slate of willing, 
qualified candidates. [The priest shall not prepare this 
list by himself. In the case of disqualification of a 
candidate, the priest shall inform the other members 
of the committee at the meeting of the nominating 
committee.] No nominations or changes to the slate, 
whether by way of consensus or otherwise, shall be in 
order. If the slate does not receive a majority vote, 
nominations from the floor will then be in order. 

The Parish Priest or Administrator shall call a meeting 
of the newly-elected Parish Council within seven days 
of its election, for the purpose of electing a President, 
a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, two Epitrops 
and two Auditors. Immediately after their election, 
the new officers shall receive all the records, property 
and keys, from the outgoing Parish Council. 

In addition to those elected to the Parish Council by 
the Parish Assembly, the following shall serve as “ex- 
officio” members with the right to vote: (a) The Priest, 
Assistant Priest(s), Deacon(s); (b) The two Lay Del- 
egates to the Episcopate Congress; (c) The President 
of the Women’s Auxiliary; (d) The President(s) of the 
A.R.O.Y. Chapter(s); (e) The president of such other 
auxiliaries as the Episcopate Congress may authorize; 
(f ) The immediate Past President of the Parish Coun- 
cil during the first year out of office. 


ELECTION OF EPISCOPATE CONGRESS 
DELEGATES 2007 


The Lay Delegates and Alternates shall be elected 
by their respective Parish memberships at their An- 
nual Assembly for a two year term. They cannot be 
elected either as Delegate or Alternate Delegate for a 
third consecutive two year term. (The Episcopate 
Council may grant exceptions to this limitation with 
just cause. It is not in the competence of the Parish 
Council ever to elect any Delegate or Alternate Del- 
egate. See Article IX, Section 29, (g)). 

Each Parish shall be represented in the Episcopate 
Congress by its Parish Priest or Administrator and 
two Lay Delegates and two Alternates elected by the 
Parish Assembly for a term of two years. In order to 
be eligible for election as a Delegate or Alternate 
Delegate, a person must have been an enrolled mem- 
ber for at least one year. 

The election of the Delegates and Alternates shall 
be certified to the Episcopate by the President and the 
Secretary of the Parish Assembly and the documenta- 
tion sent to the Episcopate Office (Chancery). [No 
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Alternates should be elected if no Delegates are elected. 
If an individual is nominated to be a Delegate or 
Alternate but does not intend to attend the Congress, 
then that person should decline the nomination. Mis- 
sions do not have Delegate representation at the Con- 
gress]. 


2006 CORA ANNUAL MEETING 


Congress of Romanian Americans & 
US Non-Governmental Organizations 
OCTOBER 26-28, 2006 
Embassy Suites Hotel, Vienna, Virginia 
8517 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA 22182 


Tel. 703-883-0707 (embassysuites.com) 
Register at www.romanianamericans.org 
Hotel rooms scarce in Washington, DC 
— Reserve room now. 
CORA Rate - $99 + tax / night before October 12. 
Contact CORA at 703-356-2280 Romanians@aol.com 


: 
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 


Elena Elisabeta 
Bodiu, daughter of 
Dumitru & Valentina 
Bodiu of Dearborn 
Heights, MI, gradudated 
from Crestwood High 
School on June 2, 2006. 
Elena is a graduate of Sts. 
Peter & Paul Sunday 
School and plans to attend 
University of Michigan to 
pursue a degree in Inter- 
national Affairs. 


Elena Elisabeta Bodiu 


David Michael Cook, 
son of David & Adriana 
Cook of Canton, MI, 
graduated on May 28 from 
Catholic Central High 
School in Novi, with hon- 
ors in Spanish and Theol- 
ogy. He was- active in 
sports and band. David 
plans to attend Western 
Michigan University in the 
fall, majoring in broad- 
casting and communica- 
tions. He enjoys DJ.’ing, 
coaching hockey and jam skating. 

At Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Dearborn Heights, 
he is a Sunday School graduate, a former altar boy and 
sacristan, currently epistle reader and choir singer and 
president of the A.R.O.Y. Chapter. 


David Michael Cook 


Alexander Liviu 
Marinica, son of Liviu & 
Daniela Marinica of Can- 
ton, MI, graduated from 
Canton High School, 
where he was actively in- 
volved in swimming, ten- 
nis (captain), student 
council president, and 
executive board member 
of the National Honor 
Society. He was also a 
Special Olympics swim 
coach. Alexander plans to 
attend Wayne State Uni- 
versity for pre-medical 
studies, then on to Medical School. His hobbies are 
tennis, soccer, golf and just enjoying his friends. 

At. Sts. Peter & Paul Church, he is a Sunday School 
graduate and former altar boy. 


Alexander Liviu 
Marinica 
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Velorie Placinta, 
daughter of George & 
Carmen Placinta of Ply- 
mouth, MI, graduated 
from Salem High School 
on June 11, where she was 
an active member of the 
Student Council and par- 
ticipated in women's track 
and field events. Velorie 
plans to attend Madonna 
University in Livonia, MI, 
working towards a Mas- 
ters of Science Degree in 
Nursing. 

She is a graduate of Sts. Peter & Paul Sunday 
School in Dearborn Heights. 


Eg 


Velorie Placinta 


Stephen Nicholas 
Surducan, son of Walter 
& Susan Surducan and 
grandson of Very Rev. Fa- 
ther John Surducan of 
Dearborn, MI, graduated 
from Dearborn High 
School on June 8. Steve 
was very active in sports 
as captain of track and 
soccer and playing four 
years on both varsity 


teams. Among his many 
Stephen Nicholas school activities, he was 
Surducan 


active in fundraising for 
the Leukemia Foundation. His plans are to attend 


Central Michigan University this fall, graduate with a 
degree in Physical Therapy, then move to the west 
coast to practice. Steve loves sports of all kinds. 

At Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Dearborn Heights, 
he is a Sunday School graduate, a former altar boy and 
sacristan, past treasurer of the AROY Chapter and 
sings in the church choir. 


Zachery Douglas 
Wixson, grandson of Mrs. 
Virginia Moore, graduated 
from Garden City High 
School on June 9, 2006, 
where he participated in 
sports (soccer and track) 
as well as “Kick” Club and 
peer mediation. He plans 
to study electrical/com- 
puter engineering, as he 
enjoys building and repair- 
ing computers. 

Cont. on page 7 
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The Oasis eee Cont. from page 4 


between 11 to 19. Without being very concerned of 
their age, “The Protection of Mother of God” Church’s 
bell woke them up every morning a few minutes be- 
fore 8:00 am to remind them that they had to get ready 
for the Morning Prayer which was held every morning 
at 8:30. After that, we had breakfast at 9:00 and, then 
classes from 10:00 to 12:00. The classes were taught 
by Fr. Daniel Nenson (first group), Fr. Cosmin Sicoe 
(the second group) and Fr. Calinic Berger (the teenag- 
ers’ group). This year saw the introduction of a new 
curriculum which will be continued in the years to 
come: the students learned about the great personali- 
ties of the Old Testament. Every student was given a 
folder containing learning materials and many exer- 
cises for the cementing of their new knowledge. 

At noon, the bell was ringing again, every day, not 
for church time or class time, but for lunch time. After 
lunch, the kids learned to work together in teams, 
helping each other clean the kitchen, the hall, the 
- yard, the dormitories and the showers. On Monday 
and Wednesday afternoons, Mrs. Stella Popa, a Music 
Professor from Regina, came to teach the students the 
responses of the Divine Liturgy. 

Every afternoon saw different fun activity: a visit 
to the Fort Qu’ Appelle’s hatchery, swimming at Echo 
Lake or at Indian Head, a cooking class or miniature 
golf. Evening Prayers were held at 5:00 pm, after 
which we had supper and then arts and crafts or sports 
— including a hard-fought soccer match. Later in the 
evening, we had a huge “Romanian” camp fire, and as 
the flames went down, we cooked marshmallows, sang 
and told stories around the fire. At 10:00 pm, the bell 
was rung again to get ready for bed, and after the roll 
call, we said Evening Prayers in the dormitory chapel, 
giving thanks to God for the beautiful day which He 
had just given us. 


Saturday, July 15", was the last day of the camp. 


On Friday evening, we started to prepare ourselves for 
_ Liturgy by going to Confession after Vespers. On 
Saturday morning, everybody was in the church to 
~ attend the Divine Liturgy which was the ending and 
crowning of the camp, during which the clergy, par- 
ents and the students received the body of Christ and 
tasted the fountain of life. At the graduation ceremony, 
the students of the camp received their certificates 
‘and their folders with the exercises done by them 
during the week, and as a surprise, the adults present 
at the camp were given a nice card signed by all of the 
camp’s students. We would like to thank all the par- 
ents who stayed with their children at the camp and 
helped in so many ways to look after the kids and to 
improve the camp’s facilities. The camp was truly a 


family-friendly event, enjoyed by all. 


- Finally, after lunch came the hardest moment: the 
| departure. It was hard to realize that the week was 
over and everybody had to say goodbye to everybody 
else. Hugs and best wishes were shared with the nos- 
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talgia of a wonderful time which was over, but with 
the hope of getting together again next year, to drink 
anew Christ's living water and to enjoy the freshness 
of our oasis in Fort Qu'Appelle. 

Later that afternoon, at the Deanery Centre in Fort 
Qu'Appelle, the Bedouins were all gone, nobody run- 
ning in the yard anymore, and everything silent. Just 
the rustle of the leaves or the chirp of the birds could 
be heard from time to time; but in this silence, some- 
thing was speaking unceasingly: the flame shaped 
domes of the church were announcing that the Holy 
Spirit has descended and is present in this world, and 
the Holy Cross on the hill witnessed to the world that, 
in the middle of the Canadian Prairies, there is an 
oasis of Orthodox Spirituality. 


If You Would Like to Help the 
Work of St. Nicholas Camp 


St. Nicholas Camp is the Romanian Orthodox 
Deanery of Canada's yearly opportunity for spiri- 
tual and educational formation of our youth. If 
you would like to share in this mission, helping 
maintain our beautiful camp facilities, please 
consider making a donation towards one of the 
following needs: 


Re-roof the Cafeteria Hall: $2000.00 


Upgrade the Dormitory showers: $2500.00 
Upgrade the Dormitory bathrooms: $1000.00 
Paint for the Deanery Cabin: $ 200.00 
Paint for the Dormitory: $1000.00 
Sandblast and Paint the Church $3000.00 
Purchase six picnic tables: $500.00 


Please send donations to: 
Camp St. Nicholas Wish-List 
c/o V. Rev. Daniel Nenson 
2855 Helmsing St. 
Regina, SK S4V OW7 Canada 


Congratulations Graduates 


Cont. from page 6 


Zachery is an active AROY member, currently 
serving as treasurer, and a graduate of Sts. Peter & 
Paul Sunday School. He is also a former altar boy and 
sacristan at the Church. 

God bless all the above graduates and keep them 
in His Church Family as they enjoy successful and 
productive careers. 


THERE IS AN AMERICAN ORTHODOXY 


By Rev. Fr. Aris Metrakos 


A myth needs to be debunked. It goes like this: 
Orthodox unity is years away, because there is no 
such thing as “American Orthodoxy”. Call it an eccle- 
siastical instead of urban legend if you want. It’s been 
in circulation for at least two decades among the Or- 
thodox Christians of the United States, and it keeps us 
frozen in a state of tribalism and territorialism that 
prevents us from planting Orthodoxy more firmly in 
America. 

This myth is advanced by people who focus on 
what the Church in the United States is not. Ok, so we 
don’t have a 1,500 year-old monastic tradition. It’s 
also true that most of our people have never been to a 
vigil. And yes, the typical American churchgoer doesn’t 
know Seraphim Rose from Pete Rose. 

But to say that these “shortcomings” imply that 
there is no American Orthodox identity is like saying 
there is no such thing as American soccer, because 
our fans don’t pummel one another and our announc- 
ers don’t scream “G-O-O-O-A-A-L!” 


POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
AMERICAN ORTHODOXY 
Two decades of involvement with the Church in the 
United States have convinced me that Orthodox unity 
is closer than we think. There is such a thing as 
American Orthodoxy. Here are some characteristics: 


A Eucharistic Church 

Decades of preaching and teaching aimed at recov- 
ering the ancient Tradition of frequent Communion 
have paid off. America’s faithful understand that the 
central element of Liturgy (and life itself) is Holy 
Communion. They receive often. This differentiates 
New World Orthodox from most of their Old World 
cousins. 

Where do we go from here? 

Now that we have people coming often to the Chal- 
ice, we need to spend some time emphasizing the need 
to prepare oneself adequately for the Eucharist. Com- 
muning regularly presupposes a piety and sobriety 
emanating from time-tested practices. Fasting, prayer, 
good deeds, and confession need to become habitual 
elements of the life of every believer who approaches 
the Gifts — not that we can be “more Orthodox” or 
“more worthy,” but that we become more aware of 
God’s presence among us. = 


A Parish Based Church 

Unlike. other places in the world, the Orthodox 
faithful in the United States strongly identify them- 
selves as members of a particular parish. They wor- 
ship at the same church every Sunday. They engage in 
community activities and programs. They feel a re- 
sponsibility to their local church and support her with 
their money and energy. It is true that being parish 
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based can lead to a stifling parochialism, but second 
only to our Eucharistic focus, our congregationally 
based identity is also our greatest strength. 


A Sunday Morning Church 

The American Orthodox might be busy with work 
and activities during the week, but on Sunday, the 
faithful pack their churches. I'd love to see 200 people 
at a Wednesday evening Unction service or Saturday 
Vespers, but I’m raising a family in America too and 
know first hand how schedules work in our culture. 

Embracing the Sunday morning identity means a 
few things. Our sermons must be well prepared and 
effectively delivered — people come to Sunday Lit- 
urgy expecting nourishment for the soul. Our church 
musicians must see themselves as serving a ministry 
and not members of a club by singing music that stirs 
the heart, lifts the soul, and engages the mind. Let 
them lead the worshippers instead of performing for 
them. While we’re at it, why not cultivate Sunday 
School teachers that sound less like Ferris Bueller’s 
history teacher and do more than have kids color line- 
art icons. 


An English Speaking Church 

I’m not foolish enough to enter the take-no-prison- 
ers debate of Greek, Slavonic (or even Slobovian) vs. 
English in the Liturgy. Enough people write about it 
in other places. My only point is this: Walk into the 
after Liturgy coffee hour anywhere in almost any 
Church in the country and you will hear English spo- 
ken almost exclusively. Our people use English in 
their day-to-day public life. How we settle this ques- 
tion will greatly affect our viability as a Church in 
America in the future. 


No State Identity 

Yankees might take the First Amendment for granted, 
but they shouldn’t. Because the Church in America is 
not identified with the State, she is protected from 
being compromised by nationalism, bigotry, or fas- 
cism. We enjoy a liberty that is relatively unique in 
world Orthodoxy. 


A Political Big Tent 

Among America’s Orthodox faithful, you will find 
political conservatives, liberals, centrists, and the to- 
tally apolitical. From time to time, some of us will 
embrace an agenda set by a fringe political group, but 
persons who do this marginalize themselves by the 
momentum of the mainstream. 


Formality, Not Imperialism % 

The Orthodox embrace liturgical structure and or- 
der. We value and protect it. However, we also em- 
brace the independent spirit that is uniquely American 
and thus become uncomfortable when pomp and cir- 
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cumstance give way to pomposity, pretension, and 
pontification. Leadership through service and by ex- 


ample means more to our people than the words, 
“Because I said so.” 


Simple, Participatory Worship 

People in our pews want to sing along. They desire 
to pray together. They long to be the Body of Christ, 
not mere spectators in an audience. They tune out 
when the music is so rarified and the ritual so formal- 
ized that it becomes nearly incomprehensible. 


Pious, Not Pietistic 

I know that some American Orthodox think that we 
should be observing Great Lent by eating dried 
chickpeas once a day at sunset, but for every congre- 
gation of 50 persons that operates at 1000/pph (pros- 
trations per hour), there are 10 sanctuaries filled with 
hundreds of people who do not regard the existence of 
pews as a heresy. Our Church has been established on 
American shores for at least five generations. Our 
people are comfortable being the Church, and most 


don’t feel any need to play church. 


Power to the Programs 

America’s Orthodox Christians live in a pluralistic 
world where other churches offer retreats, summer 
camps, small groups, and Bible studies. They under- 
stand the role of programmed ministries and expect 
their own parish to organize and conduct these types 
of activities as well. The well-intentioned Orthodox 
who want to “save” the Church by doing paraklesis 
(liturgical prayer services) five times a week are try- 
ing to create a Church disconnected from her 
congregants. 


The Role of the Laity 

Whether you want to blame it on the congregation- 
alism of America’s early settlers or prefer to invent a 
concept like “syndiakonia”, the fact remains that 
America’s laity wants a say in Church governance. 
That’s great as long as that same laity is praying, 


_ fasting, tithing, confessing, and communing. The 


Church can be lead correctly only when the persons 
who sit on her councils and vote at parish assemblies 
are doing those things that open their hearts to God’s 
grace. 


NEGATIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
AMERICAN ORTHODOXY 
It’s not all peaches and cream for America’s lovers 
of smells and bells. If it were, we wouldn’t still be 
talking about unity, we’d be doing something about it. 
Following are some points that paint a picture of the 
dark side of Orthodoxy in the United States. 


A Profound Inferiority Complex 

I don’t know why, but Orthodox Christians in the 
United States love to beat up on themselves. We com- 
pare ourselves with non-Orthodox churches and feel 
inadequate — as if praise bands and vacation bible 
schools with themes like “Jesus of the Jungle” could 
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somehow hold a match to the Divine Liturgy and the 
Eucharist. 

Or we want to be like our sister Churches in indig- 
enously Orthodox Countries. Without question, the 
depth and breath of Old World piety is impressive. 
Every American who can make a pilgrimage to one of 
these countries will be forever changed. But keep 
your eyes open, because you'll see that these Churches 
have their problems, too. 

Christianity is an incarnational religion. Jesus Christ 
took on flesh at a specific point in time and space. 
Similarly, each parish (as the Body of Christ) lives in 
its own geographical and cultural reality. Old-World 
believers and New-World believers can learn from 
each other, but America will never be Greece, Russia, 
Romania, or even Slobovia. 

American and European Churches are different. 
But diversity is part of God’s plan — just ask St. Paul. 
Instead of feeling self-conscious about our lack of 
monasteries and second-rate eggplant salad, why not 
rejoice in our organized building programs, well-run 
camps and retreats, and the extraordinary generosity 
of our faithful? 


Arrogantly Ignorant 

I'm a patriot, but I'll admit that Americans can 
suffer from hubris. American Orthodox Christians are 
drowning in it. Most of us know it all — just ask us! 

A choir member of forty years laughs openly at a 
priest that tries to explain what the “first tone” is, not 
realizing that if she had even the smallest grasp of the 
relationship between the notes in the ecclesiastical 
modes, it would take her choir just ten minutes instead 
of an hour to learn a simple hymn. 

A longtime member of the Ladies’ group stands up 
at a meeting and asks, “Where the h— did Father 
come up with this fast before Christmas?” 

A Sunday School teacher fails to take advantage of 
a seminar offered at a neighboring parish, because she 
“already knows it all.” 

A businessman is asked to run for Parish Council 
because “he has so much to offer the Church,” even 
though he attends Liturgy sporadically, doesn’t par- 
ticipate in the sacraments, has no consistent prayer 
life, and doesn’t give sacrificially. 

Knowing that you don’t know much is a sign of 
maturity. Do we want to move from adolescence into 
adulthood? Then we need to swallow our pride and 
admit that the first step in acquiring an adult faith is 
authentically uttering, “I don’t know.” 


Pathological Parochialism 
Most faithful in the United States have never expe- 
rienced Orthodoxy outside the confines of their local 
congregation. How else could we explain the various 
parishes, persons, and jurisdictions that have set them- 
selves up to be the “real Orthodox?” 
To illustrate, consider the non-issue of whether one 
should kneel on Sundays. We all know that the canons 
Cont. on page 10 
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57™ AROY CONFERENCE IN 
DEARBORN HEIGHTS 


AROY delegates were hosted by the Saints Peter 
and Paul Parish and AROY Chapter of Dearborn 
Heights, Michigan, for the 57" AROY Conference, 
August 31-September 3, 2006. The Conference con- 
vened on Friday. The Divine Liturgy was served and 
the business meeting followed at 3:50 pm. Forty-four 
delegates were present. Clergy guests and Past Presi- 
dents were introduced. Present representing the youth 
of the Romanian Archdiocese in America and Canada 
was Mr. Marius Opincariu, Executive Director, who 
brought greetings from Archbishop Nicolae and the 
youth of the Archdiocese. 

Four chapters were accepted by the Conference: 
San Jose, CA; Kitchener, ON; Grand Rapids, MI; and 
the Senior Chapter, Southfield, MI Cathedral. Reports 
were heard and voted on. Delegates were divided into 
groups of over and under 18 years of age to discuss 
what AROY means to them. After the meeting and 
supper, delegates and friends were treated for about 
two hours of socializing and fellowship on an evening 
cruise on the. Detroit River. 

The delegates continued their work on Saturday 
morning at 10:10 am. Reports were given and discus- 
sion held on the incomplete project of printing an- 
other “AROY Yearbook”, on the Calendar of Events, 
consideration of change of AROY Conference date, 
and other matters. The budget was reviewed and ques- 
tions answered. A memorial service was held for de- 
parted AROY members, served by His Eminence, 
Archbishop Nathaniel. Spiritual Advisor, Rev. 
Hieromonk Calinic, delivered the Main Addresses to 
the Conference. He challenged AROY to be what the 
founders had envisioned the youth group to be, a 
living witness to the Orthodox Faith. The afternoon 
session concluded with election of officers for 2006- 
2007. Great Vespers were held and the Mystery of 
Confession offered for the attendees. Following the 
business meetings and services, delegates enjoyed the 
Romanian picnic and fellowship at the parish facili- 
ties. 

On Sunday, His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, 
celebrated the Divine Hierarchal Liturgy; Rev. 
Hieromonk Calinic, Spiritual Advisor gave the ser- 
mon. New officers and appointed members of AROY 
took the oath of office and venerated the Holy Gospel 
and Holy Cross. A “Grand Banquet” was held in the 
parish social hall. 

In addition to the business meetings and services, 
AROY sponsored a “Cotillion” in the evening. Their 
parents presented young women of the parishes to the 
community at large. Socializing followed, and del- 
egates, past presidents and friends enjoyed the evening 
and then, at their leisure departed for their homes. 
Next year, Saint George Cathedral Parish and the 

>. 
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AROY Chapters will host the 58th Conference. 

As is the custom, the “Past Presidents” of AROY 
attending the conference met together for dinner on 
Saturday evening to enjoy fellowship, renew past ac- 
quaintances and consider observations to make to the 
AROY Conference. 

New officers for the year: President, John E. Lazar; 
Vice-president, Jennifer Roman; Secretary, Lisa Nemes; 
Treasurer, Miranda Tipa; Auditors, Nicholas Avramaut, 
Kristina Persichino; Members-at-large, Bogdan Maxim, 
Silvana Totan, Maria Lupu. 


There is an American 
Orthodoxy 


Cont. from page 9 

forbid kneeling on Sundays. Most of us are also aware 
that the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America has 
a long-standing practice of kneeling during Sunday’s 
epiclesis (where the Holy Spirit is invoked during the 
consecration of the bread and wine). This is a point of 
great contention for the hyper-orthodox and guardians 
of truth among us. Five years ago, I was fortunate to 
concelebrate the Sunday Divine Liturgy at the monas- 
tery of Putna, one of the most important monasteries 
in Romania. During the Liturgy, the thousands of 
faithful attending knelt not one, but three times. The 
fire that consumed the prophets of Baal did not de- 
scend upon these non-canonical kneelers, but the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit was so strong, it was almost 
palpable. 

In short, the self-appointed arbiters of “true faith” 
need to put away their copy of Orthodoxy for Dum- 
mies and get out and see the world. 

The next time someone dismisses your cries for 
Orthodox unity with the condescending words, “Or- 
thodox unity is years away because there is no such 
thing as ‘American Orthodoxy,’” remind him that there 
is a vibrant American brand of Orthodoxy being prac- 
ticed on these shores, sometimes right in their own 
neighborhood. It’s a faith centered on the Eucharist 
and parish-life washed with a Red, White, and Blue 
spirit. Sure we’ve got some kinks to work out, but if 
we get past our inferiority complex, arrogant igno- 
rance, and parochialism, establishing Orthodoxy even 
more firmly in America is inevitable. 

Rev. Aris P. Metrakos is a Greek Orthodox priest 
and pastor of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 
Columbia, SC. A former Naval Aviator, he spent seven 
years on active duty prior to attending seminary. 

Published by OrthodoxyToday org, August 28, 2006. 
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SAINTS MICHAEL & GABRIEL PARISH 
MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY CONSECRATION 


(L to R): Fr. Vesa, Hierodeacon Sebastian, Frs. Petrescu, Fetea, Archbishop Nathaniel, 
Bishop Irineu, Frs. Musta, Morar. 


His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel and His Grace, 
Bishop Irineu, concelebrated the consecration of the 
Saints Michael & Gabriel Parish Church, Middle Vil- 
lage, New York, Saturday, September 9. The hier- 
archs were greeted during the Vesper service on Fri- 
day evening when they arrived in New York from 
Michigan following the celebration of the Vatra Hram, 
“Nativity of the Ever-Virgin Mary.” 

Serving with the hierarchs for the consecration were: 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrie Musta, Parish Priest; V. Rev. Fr. 
Casian Fetea, Dean; Rev. Frs. Liviu Alexandrescu, 
Adrian Grigoras, Daniel Moldovan, Onisie Morar, 
Traian Petrescu, Ion Vesa, and Hierodeacon Sebastian. 
Rev. Fr. Andrei Turcoane from the Patriarchal Arch- 
- diocese also served. The Ladies Choir of the parish, 
and a group of invited singers gave responses. 

The service was held in the front of the building 
which was transfigured from a synagogue into a church. 
Faithful gathered in the street, which had been closed 
through police intervention. The clergy and faithful 
then entered the building to complete the sanctifica- 
tion of the interior of the church and establish the holy 
relics in the new altar table. As is tradition, everyone 
present came into the altar through the deacon’s door, 
passed behind the holy table and left through the other 
deacon’s door. The Divine Liturgy completed the act 
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of consecration. 

His Grace, Irineu, preached the sermon of the day; 
Parish Priest Musta welcomed the hierarchs and guests; 
Rev. Fr. Turcoane presented both hierarchs with gifts 
from His Grace, loan Casian, Vicar Bishop of the 
Patriarchal Archdiocese; His Eminence, Nathaniel, gave 
a final exhortation and words of praise for the efforts 
of the faithful who in a short ten years founded the 
parish and arrived at the blessed day of consecration 
of the church. 

The participants partook of the “Agape Meal” which 
was held in the church social hall in the lower level of 
the church. Ladies of the parish prepared and served 
the many guests and parishioners. 

On Sunday, the Archbishop served the Divine Lit- 
urgy in the newly consecrated church and partook of 
the “Agape Meal” following the service and then re- 
turned to Vatra. The Bishop served the Divine Liturgy 
in “Nativity of the Ever-Virgin Mary Church in Queens 
and partook of the parish “Agape Meal.” He returned 
to Vatra on Monday. 

A Brief History of Holy Archangels Michael and 
Gabriel Parish, Middle Village, NY 

On October 29, 1995, a group of 25 interested 
individuals met to discuss the idea that “a parish will - 

Cont. on page 16 
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AROY/STANITZ AND ARFORA 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2006 


Gregory David Max- 
im, son of V. David & 
Susan Maxim, Shelby 
Township, Michigan, was 
graduated from Eisen- 
hower High School this 
past spring, having main- 
tained a 3.4 grade point 
average while working 
part time and playing 
basketball at school, on 
travel teams and on local 
city teams. Greg has been 
an active member of St. 
George Cathedral, South- 
field, Michigan in AROY Gregory David Maxim 
and as an Altar Server. Greg served as auditor in his 
local AROY chapter and participated in local and 
National AROY events, including the sports tourna- 
ments where he was voted Most Valuable Player (Bas- 
ketball) in 2005 and 2006. Greg has also attended the 
Vatra camps as a student and counselor. In the fall, he 
will attend Life University, Marietta, Georgia, where 
he will work towards a Doctor of Chiropractic Degree. 


Silvana Irina Totan, 
daughter of losif & Zoita 
Totan, Canton, Michigan, 
was graduated from Can- 
ton High School this past 
spring, with a 3.8 grade 
point average while be- 
ing active in many extra- 
curricular activities, in- 
cluding National Honor 


Hop Squad, Students 
Against Destructive De- 
cisions (SADD), Track & 
Field, Cross Country and 


Silvana Irina Totan 


the Orchestra where she played the violin. During the 
„summer of 2005, she served as an intern for Congress- 
man oe McCotter. Silvana has also been an 


active member of St. George Cathedral, Southfield, 
Michigan, where she has been a member of the Choir 
and of AROY throughout her youth and served in 
several officer positions, including her current posi- 
tion as Vice President. Since 2002, she has served as 
a delegate to the National AROY Conference and was 
a debutante at the Cotillion in Chicago in 2005. Silvana 


_ attended the Vatra Camps as a student and counselor. 


„She will attend Michigan State University in the fall. 


Society, Student Council, | 
Freshman Soccer, Hip 


Adina Wolter, a mem- 
ber of Annunciation Ro- 
manian Orthodox Church 
in Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, is a recipient of the 
Martha Gavrila Gradu- 
ate Scholarship. Adina 
received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Psychol- 
ogy and Social Work 
from “Petre Andrei” Uni- 
versity in lasi, Romania. 
While in Romania, she 
did volunteer work for the 
“Save the Children” or- 
ganization for children 
with physical disabilities. She is a member of Phi 
Alpha National Honor Society for her distinctive schol- 
arship and achievements in Social Work. Currently, 
she is pursuing a Master of Social Work degree at 
Grand Valley State University; and, she works for 
Bethany Christian Services in the Refugee Depart- 
ment as a Refugee Foster Care Caseworker. She 
assists unaccompanied minors from around the world 
to resettle and adjust in the United States. In March, 
she was named “Employee of the Month.” Adina is 
also very active in her Parish. She is a Sunday school 
teacher and a member of the Ladies Auxiliary; and, 
has been a Delegate to the ARFORA Congress. We 
congratulate Adina on her outstanding achievements! 


Adina Wolter | 


Christine Shehadi, a 
member of Holy Trinity 
Romanian Orthodox 
Church in Youngstown, 
Ohio, is a recipient of the 
ARFORA Undergradu- 
ate Scholarship for 2006. 
She is currently in her 
third quarter at Young- 
stown State University 
and is pursuing a Bach- 
elor of Science degree in 
Nursing and EMT train- 
ing. She is in the Parish 
Choir, a Reader / Cantor, 
and active in AROY. Christine Shehadi 
Next Spring, she will be involved in Missionary work 
through Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF). We 


are very proud of Christine and .congratulate her on 
her fine Work. 
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Aldea, Julia Lauren, daughter of Marcel & Brandusa Aldea, 
Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: 
Marius & Rodica Gavrila. 

Alexandru, Sofia, daughter of Ciprian & Raluca Alexandru, 
Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cosmin 
& Luciana Gliga. 

Assefa, Gabriel Lucas, son of Gabriel Assefa & Heran 
Eyob, Springfield, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparents: Helen Kibrom & Fissena Beyerg. 

Bircea, Rachel Lee, daughter of Marian & Lidia Bircea, 
Hazleton, PA. St. Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA. 
Godparent: Claudia Stiegelbauer. 

Boitor-Socolan, Teofil Gheorghe, son of Andrei & Ramona 
Boitor-Socolan, Walnut Creek, CA. Holy Cross, San 
Jose, CA. Godparents: Vasile & Florina Muresan. 

Borghina, Demetrius George, son of Dumitru A Borghina 
& Gheorghita Caprar, Westland, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Iosif & Zoe Totan. 

Bors, Alexandre, son of Igor & Viorica Bors, St. Hubert, 
QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Dan & 
Catalina Coteliuc. 

Bozsitz, Thea Alexandra, daughter of Marius C & Geanina 
C Bozsitz, Waterloo, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. God- 
parents: Sorin & Domnica Superceanu. 

Capalb, Pia, daughter of Laurentiu & Oana Capalb, Montreal, 
QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Adriana Dragomir. 3 

Carrasco, Mariana Alicia, daughter of Freddy A Carrasco 
& Crina C Tanasie, Manassas, VA. Holy Cross, Alexan- 
dria, VA. Godparents: John Allan & Elena Tanasie. 

Chhina, Nicholas Sing, son of Raman Chhina & Maria 
Agafitei, Bethesda, MD. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparent: Dimitrie Agafitei. 

Ciucur-Vine, Christian Gregory, son of Gabriel Ciucur- 
Vine & Ana Maria Ciorneiu, Clarkburg, MD. Holy Cross, 
Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Georgette Balaban; Cato 
& Carmen Dumitru. 

Codrea, Anthony, son of Traian Codrea & Oana Roman, 
Elmwood Park, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Alin Salajan & Alexandra Bojan. 

Corbu, Alex David, son of Daniel & Sorina Corbu, Garden 
City, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI. Godpar- 
ents: Hassan & Sorina Rahal. 

-Cosereanu, Emma, daughter of Constantin Cosereanu & 
Cristiana Savore, Forest Hills, NY. St. John, Kitchener, 
ON. Godparents: Adrian & Constanta Cosereanu. 

Dager, Daniel Steven, son of Dennis & Corina Dager, 
Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: 
Mircea Ciban & Dorothy Dager. 

Danciu, Virgil Alexandru, son of Virgil C Danciu & Silvia 
M Pana, Laval, QC. St. Andrew, Laval, QC. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Cristina Zamfir. 

Dinu, Irina, daughter of Catalin & Florentina Dinu, Montreal, 
QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Paul & 
Cristina Bulgari. 

Dobrincu, Sophie Elise, daughter of Orlando & Kimberly 
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A Dobrincu, Hoffman Estates, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, 
IL. Godparents: Dan Nitoi & Livia Maiogan. 

Doiculescu, Teodora Elizabeth, daughter of Adrian C 
Doiculescu & Cosmina E Rusu, Provo, UT. St. George 
Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Mitchell S & 
Jessica L Rusu. 

Done, Mara Victoria, daughter of Iulian & Alexandra O 
Done, Etobicoke, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Iulian & Lia Costoiu. 

Duval, Michael Marius, son of Michael J & Oana L Duval, 
Santa Clara, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: 
Eugen & Irina Grosu. 

Frias, Jasmine Nicole, daughter of Emmanuel & Anca 
Frias, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ent: Raluca I Murgelas. 

Gergely, Jesse Robert, son of Csaba Gergely & Crinela M 
Bilc, Leesburg, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Alin & Mariana Contis. 

Gulin, Pia, daughter of Mihai G & Elena Gulin, Laval, QC. 
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Virgil & 
Elena Merca. 

Haiduc, Mara, daughter of Ovidiu & Amelia S Haiduc, 
Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cristian 
& Camelia Popa. 

Hutanu, Sarah Maria, daughter of Eugen D & Ioana Hutanu, 
Montreal, QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godpar- 
ents: Gheorghe V & Marta Apreutese. 

Iliuta, Alexandra, daughter of Constantin & Dorina Iliuta, 
St. Laurent, QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. God- 
parents: Dan & Cristina Tocu. 

Ionescu, Maria Alessanda, daughter of Valeriu L & Petruta 
L Ionescu, Brosssard, QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, 
QC. Godparents: Mihai & Daniela Temelie. 

Iosup, Eric Robert, son of Octavian & Cristina losup, Des 
Plaines, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Iulian & 
Mihaela Busila. 

Kaua, David Charles, son of Kalani Kaua & Segen Berhane, 
Dale City, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godpar- 
ents: Carlos Torres & Sidon Wohannes. 

Kaua, Tatyana Nighisti, daughter of Kalani Kaua & Segen 
Berhane, Dale City, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparents: Carlos Torres & Sidon Wohannes. 

Kun, Alexia, daughter of Ancuta A Kun, Montreal, QC. 
Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparent: Valentina 
Kun. 

Lascu, Emma, daughter of Iancu B & Zoia Lascu, Middle 
Village, NY. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, 
NY. Godparent: Oana C Lascu. 

Marin, Vlad Tyler, son of Iulian Ana Maria Vlad, Silver 
Springs, MD. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparent: 
Iulian Macovei. 

Melinte, Irina, daughter of Paul & Paula Melinte, Montreal, 
QC. Holy Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparent: Ivona R 
Cristi. 

Metiu, Sylvia, daughter of Olimpiu & Raluca Metiu, Toronto, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adrian & 
Carmen Waller. 


Cont. on page 14 
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Munteanu, Ioana Madalina, daughter of Cezar & Daniela 
Munteanu, Washington, DC. Holy Cross, Alexandria, 
VA. Godparents: Mihai & Corina Pop. 

Negut, Luca, son of Remus & Angela Negut, Oakville, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Valentin & 
Maria Serban. 

Nistor, Sophia Ana, daughter of Marius Nistor & Irina 
Iordanescu, Scottsdale, AZ. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 
Godparent: Irina Rasu. 

Olteanu, Alisia Sara, daughter of Ovidiu C Olteanu & 
Denisa E Costescu, Novi, MI. St. George Cathedral, 
Southfield, MI. Godparents: Florin & Simona Ionescu. 

Parker, Andra Christine, daughter of Nick M & Christina 
Parker, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Catalin & Vanda Stefan. 

Porterfield, Grace Mae, daughter of James Ted & Roxana 
V Cristea, Woodbridge, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, 
VA. Godparent: Cristina Neagu. 

Preda, lustin Gabriel, son of Razvan G Botes T & Silvana 
Preda, Laval, QC. St. Andrew, Laval, QC. Godparents: 
Nicolae V Trifon & Luminita Boleg. 

Raileanu, Teodora, daughter of Stefan Raileanu & Crina 
Tronaru, S Arlington, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparent: Lucian Bibo. 

Rau, Andre Codrin, son of Ciprian Rau & Elena Chivu, 
Centreville, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godpar- 
ent: Cristina Worobkevich. 

Rotaru-Barac, Anthony, son of Anton & Loredana E Rotaru- 
Barac, E Hartford, CT. Holy Tansfiguration, Hartford, 
CT. Godparents: Valentin & Argentina Danut. 

Salajan, Lorena, daughter of Liviu & Maria Salajan, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Stefan & Aurica Istrofor. 

Sofinet, Alexandra Teodora, daughter of Vasile C Sofinet 
& Alina N Dumitru, Montreal, QC. St. Andrew, Laval, 
QC. Godparents: Daniel T & Mihaela Stan. 

Szilagyi, Diana, daughter of Zoltan Szilagyi & Diana O 
Treaba, N Providence, RI. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 
Godparent: Andrada C Treaba. 

Tarcea, Matei Ian, son of Octavian & Raluca Tarcea, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. eae 
Mihai Florea & Octavia Tarcea. 

Trihenea, Sabrina Georgiana, daughter of Sorin & Gabriela 
Trihenea, Cambridge, ON. St John, Kitchener, ON. God- 
parents: Radu & Maria Grosu. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Przyborowska, Magdalena, North York, ON. St. George, 
Toronto, ON. Rev. Fr. loan Bunea. 


Sa MARRIAGES 


Ardelea, Christopher John and Jessica Anne Mussulin, 
Columbus, OH. St. George, Canton, OH. Godparent: 
Anthony M Ardelea. 

Berhe, Filimon and Lemlem Woldegebreal, Alexandria, 
VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 

_Botam, Ovidiu and Jessica Arndt, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, 
Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cornel & Sandra Cotosman. 
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Bruce, Christopher Ernesto and Raluca Costinas, Chi- 
cago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Dan & 
Luminita Raichi. 

Duval, Michael James and Oana Livia Gabrian, Santa 
Clara, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: Eugen | 
& Irina Grosu. 

Erdei, Alexandru and Anna Patricia Ochoa, Niles, IL. 
St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Adrian & Sara Ungar. 

Filip, Radu and Diana Noemi Comanescu, Revere, MA. 
St. John Woonsocket, RI. Godparent: Marcel S 
Dumitrescu. 

Fletcher, Brian George and Sofia Erica Adams, Havertown, 

PA. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. Godparent: Sandra Adams. 

Huma, Sebastian and Carmen Chicu, Garden City, MI. 

Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI. Godparents: Iosif 
& Doina Tomuta. 

Jones, James Earl and Oriana Ruxandra Simionescu, 
Ypsilanti, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI. 
Godparents: Florin & Andrea Pleva. 

Mazurkiewicz, Robert Roman and Laura Marga 
Sandeschi, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 
Godparents: Victor Sandevschi & Sorina Bereneant. 

Miller, Matthew Joseph and Opritsa Elena Dragalina- 
Tudoriu, Livermore, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. 
Godparents: Valentin & Oprita Popa. 

Neagos, Horia Razvan and Jenna Jean Sharp, Westland, 

MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI. Godparents: 
Calin & Rodica Baruta. 

Soulier, Jonathan Robert and Elena Tasia Curtusan, 
Fredericksburg, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Daniel & Tera Curtusan. 

Toth, Dimitrie and Victoria Anne Chokr, Oxford, MI. St. 
George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: Dr. George 
& Elaine Marinescu. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Blotor, Jennie, 90. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Bogdan, Helen, 82. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Bolovan, Anna, 88. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Bulik, Robert, 35. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Bure, Elena, 83. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Corcodel, Gertrude, 86. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Dobra, Ruby Rebecca, 90. St. George Cathedral, 
Regina, SK. 

Faweett, Clifford Gordon, 82. St. George Cathedral, 
Regina, SK. 

Fetelea, Mary, 90. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI. 

Forray, Antonio, 64. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Greavu, Maria, 90. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Hatzis, Gus (Constantine) John, 63. St. Elias, 
Ellwood City, PA. 

Herteg, Dorothy, 97. St. George Cathedral, 
Southfield, MI. 

Ivasuc, Maria, 79. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Makjanov Aleksandar, 64. St. Joseph of Maramures, 
Hazleton, PA. 

Mikleu, Mircea, 45. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Muncan, Ana, 68. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Neaga, Silvia, 78. St. Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA. 

Ognjan, Ratinka, 64. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, 
Middle Village, NY. 

Oltianu, Dan, 38. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Steve, James Christy, 75. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 

Wegner, Max, 80. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 
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PN OS SAS AIR PE SE eres 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
DES ARIE NL UM ISC AED Lier acre career ne Zid 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, ML............... $250.00 

Nick & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts, M1 ............ $110.00 

Constantine Nan, Carrollton, TX aaa $100.00 

Nick & Helen Moga, Hubbard, OH... $100.00 

Dan & Deborah Teodorescu, Arcadia, FL.......... $100.00 

M//M John DeMintich, Toronto, ON... $50.00 

M/M George Oancea, Louisville, OH... $25.00 

Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON eee ceace $25.00 

Eugene & Tillie Widican, Akron, OH... $25.00 

Blaise Christian Hebert, Dearborn Hts, M1.......... $15.00 

Nathaniel Lazarus Hebert, Dearborn Hts, M1 ..... $15.00 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Maria & Corneliu Danciu, Chicago. IL.............. $100.00 

Dr. Aurel Lupulescu, Southfield, MI... $50.00 

Fred & Patricia Klus, Wixom, MI eee $25.00 

MEMORIAM 

Rev Dn John Bujea & Dr Eleanor Bujea, Regina, SK 
(IM Audrey Huston) ae cae aaa aaa ae $100.00 
(UMOR Elorei ce Sb) $100.00 
(IMO V Rev Fr Richard Grabowski) ................ $100.00 
(IMO Archimandrite Martinian Ivanovici) ....... $100.00 
IMC) SUZANNE] Ofan) neam pecetea i ez $100.00 
(UMOReye Ei Joan [i Mbeson) crece.s1eccteescez. cesses $100.00 
(IMO Archbishop Valerian) ..............:cccceccesseseees $100.00 
REV SPE TORT LOCOMIA) oa aa atat pu $100.00 
IMO -VerevebtPetre Popeset)=.5.rc-cnstecrwsa soso $100.00 
(IMO Rev Fr Mihai Cerghizan) ................ cee $100.00 

John & Victoria Kish, Holly Davidson & 
Mary Kay Clawson, Avon, OH... $100.00 
(IMO Gordon Galbincea) 

Riad & Dianne Farah, Northville, MI................. $100.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

i ii IBY LOUIS Gere sarea Se RE BARI GRI pre tea Pt pac ses $50.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

Charles & Dianne Good, Chelsea, MI .................. $25.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

Ginger Harrison, Jackson, MI... nenea $25.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

Nick & Helen Moga, Hubbard, OH... $25.00 
(IMO Dan Calin) 

Dorothy Koruga, Parma, MI... $25.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

Martha Gizyinski, Jackson, MI mecanice $20.00 
(IMO Audrey Huston) 

Phyllis Licking, Michigan Center, MI... $15.00 


(IMO Audrey Huston) 
George & Patricia Crane, Michigan Center, MI . $10.00 


(IMO Audrey Huston) 


ARCHBISHOP CHARITY ENDOWMENT 
(A.C.E.) FUND 
John Santeiu, Jr, Garden City, MI... $100.00 
(IMO George Codrea) 


HIERARCHS TRAVEL FUND 
St Mary, Anaheim, CA ......ccccsseseesseesesreseeseestens $1,000.00 
Câmpul Românesc, Burlington, ON eee $176.44 
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CONVOCATION 


ORTHODOX BROTHERHOOD USA 


In accordance with Article III, Sections 1 & 2 of the 
By-Laws of the Orthodox Brotherhood U.S.A., we 
hereby convoke the 


39" Annual 
BROTHERHOOD CONFERENCE 


October 20-22, 2006 


Saint George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral 
18405 W. 9 Mile Rd., Southfield, Michigan 
(248) 569-4833, fax: (248) 569-3780 


+NATHANIEL, Archbishop 
George Aldea Patricia Klus 
President Secretary 


Note: Every member of the Brotherhood is eligible 
to be a delegate at the Conference. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
(All activities will take place at the Cathedral). 


Friday, October 20 
Delegates and guests arrive at Comfort Suites - 
Southfield and check in at Hospitality Room. 


Saturday, October 21 
8:30 am _ Delegates Registration and Continental 
Breakfast 
10:00 am Meeting convenes 
1:00 pm Lunch 
2:30 pm Meeting reconvenes 
5:30 pm Great Vespers & Photos 
6:30 pm Dinner (BY RESERVATION ONLY) 
8:00 pm Dance following dinner, which is 
sponsored by the Cathedral for $10 


Sunday, October 22 
9:00 am Matins 
10:00 am  Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
Brunch immediately following Liturgy 
Farewells 


HOTEL: COMFORT SUITES SOUTHFIELD, 
24977 Northwestern Highway (Rte 10), Southfield 
MI 48067. Phone (248) 357-9990, Fax: 248 358-0140. 
Note: Please refer to Romanian Orthodox Brother- 
hood for special price of $69.99 per room plus taxes. 


DINNER: RSVP required by 10/15/06 to Dorothy 
Aldea (248) 288-0331, email: algeodot@aol.com 
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Sts. Michael & Gabriel ... 


Cont. from page 11 

represent the Romanian Orthodox population from 
the Banat area of Yugoslavia ...”. (“Gandul de a ne 
dischide Misiune respective parohie, unde vom putea 
si noi romani din Banatul sarbesc sa ne rugam si sa 
cantam la strana pe graiul nostru, sa ne tinem tradiitile 
asa cum am vazut ca le tineau stramosii, mosii Si 
parinti nostri ...”). In November, 1995, the people 
asked the Episcopate to call a meeting to form a 
mission. 

On February 11, 1996, a General Assembly was 
held at “Banatul” Hall to form a new mission with the 
“hram” Archangels Michael and Gabriel. Of the 88 on 
the list, 35 were present and 20 others joined to make 
a total of 55 votes to be received into the Episcopate 
and accepting the Constitution and By-laws. On March 
9, 1996, the Episcopate Council approved the estab- 
lishment of the mission. The mission parish was in- 
corporated on November 18, 1996. Rev. Fr. Dimitrie 
Musta, received into the ROEA on November 11, 1995, 
has served the mission since December 25, 1995 and 
was appointed officially on April 1, 1996. 

On November 12, 2000, Dean Panteleimon Stanciu 
of the Ohio-Western Pennsylvania Deanery (substi- 
tuting for Dean Marinescu), blessed the new facilities 
at the 75-27 67" Drive, Middle Village location. On 
July 2, 2001, the 69" Episcopate Congress elevated 
the mission to the status of a parish effective June 29, 
2001. On September 9, 2006, the church was conse- 
crated. 


ATTENTION! 
POFTA BUNA COOKBOOKS 


SOLD OUT! 


Please be patient and watch the Solia 
for announcement of the reprint. 


Solia Cont. from page 2 


Nikola Mezin, Shelby Township, MI 
(IMO deceased members of Mezin & 


Sociala aE ANMNIUTCS ) ese cele ceai rai a a astern $20.00 
Anuica Popa, Fairview Park, OH... cess $19.31 
George & Silvia Cantor, Parma, OH... $15.00 
Eli Gusan, Merrillville, IN ...........c.cccccscssssssesscscesees $15.00 
Marys! leapt Safield, OH... necesară pana a aa deac $15.00 
Moise Murgu, Lakewood, OH... cecene aeaae $15.00 
Gheorghe Hota, Milwaukie, OR... $15.00 
elita Daba, Oak Park, MI ......0.00.00..... Sent eee eee $15.00 
Florence & Bobby Westerfield, Warren, MI........ $15.00 
Christine Ciulei, Warren, OH ..... cena $12.00 
Rev. Den. John Bujea & Dr. Eleanor Bujea, 

LESTE GON cea Miner EGR ae MEET Sa E IE RIP $11.55 
Sabra A. Sandy, Kansas City, MO... nenea $10.00 
Helen Powell, Pittsfield, MA... ana $10.00 

\ 
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Tiberiu Boscaiu, Brea, CA .............cscccssssesseeesseseerenss $5.00 
Leopoldina Dumitru, Jacksonville, FL ...............+0+ $5.00 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Michael D. Buzash, Terre Haute, IN 
Richard Popovici, Marco Island, FL 
Tillie Cornell, Orlando, FL 
Aurelia Gheorghe, Tenafly, NJ 
Helen Powell, Pittsfield, MA 
Narcis Anghel, Longmont, CO 
Cornelia A. Sumpter, Pepper Pike, OH 
Vincent & Melinda Ligneres, Princeton, NJ 
Nichita Stoica, Portland, OR 
J. Shunda, Fullerton, CA 
Psa. Juliana Marinescu, Philadelphia, PA 
John V. Shunda, Fullerton, CA 
John Marincas, Skillman, NJ 
George & Veronica Puscas, Midland, TX 
Aaron E Hinkley, Houston, TX 
Alexandra Franz, Demarest, NJ 
Michael Preda, Wichita Falls, TX 
Eve M. Lapp, Magnolia, TX 
Rev. Fr. George Johnson, Johnstown, PA 
Ioana Spalletta, Lockhaven, PA 
Ann Drake, Toronto, OH 
Connie Paranuik, St. Albert, AB 
Les Lutic, Edmonton, AB 
Willis Soprovich, Hairy Hill, AB 
M/M John DeMintici, Toronto, ON 


Words of Eternal Life 


Cont. from page 3 
late the “faith that is in us” at any time (2 Tim 4:2). 
The Scriptures teach us Christ as does no other source. 
True, the Scriptures must be interpreted in conjunc- 
tion with the life of the Church and Apostolic Tradi- 
tion (2 Pet 1:20; 2 Thess 2:15, 3:6; St. Irenaeus), but 
still there is no substitute for reading them. We Ortho- 
dox Christians had better beware, for when we neglect 
the reading of Scripture we spiritually starve our- 
selves, even in the midst of our great Tradition. 
Reading the Scriptures was the passion of the Fa- 
thers and Saints. They read for hours a day and lived 
by them as by food. The same is true for people today 
who have unlocked their power. The curing of depres- 
sion, a revitalization of energy, giving a sense of 
peace and security even in the midst of great trials, a 
cleansing of sin and of the conscience, guidance in 
decision making, a sense of wholeness and fulfillment 
— all of these are the effects of a consistent, methodi- 
cal, daily reading of the Bible. Even five to fifteen 
minutes a day makes a huge difference in one’s spiri- 
tuality, but every day. As one begins to read, daily 
reading is difficult and comes only with struggle and 
discipline, but with time and effort, it grows easier. 
Through diligent reading, a person can be led to spiri- 
tual maturity in a very short time. Eventually, the 
reading becomes something we love, and even cannot 
live without — for it gives us what no other source can 
give: the words of eternal life (Jn 6:68). 
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CHILDREN: 
THE HEARTBEAT OF THE CHURCH 


I once read an article dealing with the struggles of 
parenting children during church services, hoping I 
could find some solace after a difficult morning at 
Liturgy. To my delight, a Bishop was quoted on the 
subject as saying, “We are the body of Christ ... but 
the children are the heartbeat. Without them, there is 
no life in the Church.” Was this his kind way of 
acknowledging that like the heart, the children have a 
rhythm and hum that can be heard in the sanctuary? 
Well, sure. But this analogy goes far deeper than 
reminding parishioners to accommodate the presence 
of a little “noise” during services. Let us reflect then 
how we should view the participation of children in 
the body of Christ as we would view the function of 
the heart in our own body. 

The human heart is one of our most important or- 
gans and plays a vital role in sustaining our life. It 
pumps blood, circulating throughout our body neces- 
sary nutrients and oxygen. It is a sensitive muscle that 
reacts to what we taste, touch, smell, see, and hear. 
We need to take care of it and make sure it stays 
healthy and strong. How do we do this? By eating a 
proper diet, exercising regularly, seeing the doctor 
when ill and healthy, cutting the fat, and relieving 
stress. What happens if we do not do what is pre- 
scribed? The heart will get sick, become weak, and 
eventually will stop working. The same will happen 
with our children. 

Like the heart, children are active, rather than pas- 
sive, circulating around the church from their inquisi- 
tive spirit to know God. They love to touch, taste, 
smell, see, and hear. The Orthodox Church provides 
the perfect prescription to invite children to worship 
God in a multi-sensual experience: they listen to the 
music and words of prayer, smell incense, taste com- 
munion, kiss icons, and visualize the cross. These are 
all works of active participation of full worship, which 
is a sign of a healthy spirit. To see children innocently 
come up to an icon or image of the cross to venerate 
it during services is such a blessing! How I wish we 


- could be like children and “run” up the aisle when it’s 


time for communion and be filled with excitement and 
awe! All this is not done out of impropriety, but it is 
the natural way we are created to worship. It is diffi- 
cult to expect little ones to be passive and be still as 
a cat when there is so much to experience! Of course, 
some hearts in the church beat a little more loudly or 
harder than others, which like the body, can make 
parents tired and exhausted from trying to keep their 
children from being a distraction. Though we do our 
best to have them move to a slower beat, it is some- 
times necessary to take them out of the sanctuary and 
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calm them down. Parenting children during services 
is a cross that can be difficult to bear. It is most 
welcomed when others can help share this cross by 
offering to help them out or giving useful advice. 
What does not contribute to the health and vitality of 
the parish however, are criticisms and complaints that 
discourage parents from taking children to church. By 
the time parents might feel brave enough to come 
back, it will be too late for their children, and they 
will be in a weakened, spiritual state. 

So with all this in mind, how can we ensure that the 
“heartbeat” of the Church stays active, healthy, yet 
won’t create too much stress for parents and others? 
Like the physical heart, we need to make sure children 
have a prescription for spiritual health: 

1). A Proper Diet: Feed their souls with Holy Com- 
munion regularly. 

2). Regular Exercise: Exercising their faith by par- 
ticipating in church services, home prayer, fasting, 
youth activities, and church school. As with all exer- 
cises, the more you work out by attending services 
and praying at home, children will grow stronger in 
faith as well. Remember that all children go through 
“wiggle”-stages. The more you go to church, the quicker 
they adjust. 

3). Regular Check-Ups: Visiting their parish priest 
once every festal cycle or fast period as a check up on 
the state of their soul. Like adults, children need an 
opportunity to talk about their relationship with God, 
their families, and friends to make sure they are stay- 
ing “on target” with their spiritual life. The more 
often they can talk with a priest, the easier the rela- 
tionship will be over time as an adult. 

4). Cut Out the Fat: In this case, it means overin- 
dulging your child in unhealthy habits like too much 
TV, video games, and internet. Like all diets, modera- 
tion is key. 

5). Relieve the Stress: Find a balance between secular 
activities and those of church life. The number one 
killer of the child’s spiritual development is putting 
all other activities before God, putting the spiritual 
life last. The Ten Commandments clearly say, “Thou 
shalt not put any other god before me.” A “god” does 
not have to be ethereal or a person, but can be an 
activity or institution that is valued more than Him. 
We want to teach children to give first fruits, not what 
is left over from a heavy schedule of school activities, 
family obligations, and sporting events. 

Psa. Stephanie Subu 
Protection of the Mother of God Church 
Falls Church, VA 
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AL 74-LEA CONGRES AL EPISCOPIEI 


Conferinţa Clerului: La invitaţia Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, clerul din Episcopie 
s-a întâlnit la Vatra Românească cu o zi înainte de 
Congresul Episcopiei, în data de 29 iunie, sărbătoarea 
Sfinţilor Apostoli Petru şi Pavel. Inalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel şi Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu 
au slujit Sfânta Liturghie asistați de preoţii si diaconii 
Episcopiei. După micul dejun, clerul s-a întâlnit în 
Centrul Istoric Românesc “Valerian D. Trifa”. Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a dat citire adresei 
sale către cel de-al 74-lea Congres al Episcopiei: 
“Căutaţi mai întâi împărăţia lui Dumnezeu şi dreptatea 
Lui şi toate celelalate se vor adăuga vouă.” (Matei 
6:35). 

Punctele principale ale cuvîntării au fost: căutarea 
împărăției lui Dumnezeu; pocăinţa; complexitatea 
Episcopiei; cele patru scopuri ale Episcopiei; unicitatea 
Bisericii, Care nu este o democraţie seculară şi este 
condusă de Dumnezeu; buna rânduială în Biserică; 
Scrisoarea pastorală a Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel cu privire la relaţia dintre ROEA şi OCA; 
reluarea lucrărilor Comisiei de dialog cu cealaltă 
Episcopie; pace prin pocăință; revizuirea Statutului şi 


Regulamentelor Episcopiei; necesitatea unui al doilea 
Episcop Vicar. 

Prea Cuviosul Părinte Arhimandrit dr. Mihail 
Filimon, Starețul Mânăstirii “Înălţarea Domnului” din 
Detroit, a ţinut o prelegere despre viaţa monahală în 
general şi despre situaţia particulară a Mânăstirii din 
Detroit. Părintele Mihail a precizat că el consideră că 
dorinţa vrednicului de pomenire Episcop Policarp 
Moruşca de a avea viaţă monahală în Episcopie se 
împlineşte prin prezenţa celor trei mânăstiri din 
Episcopie: Schimbarea la Faţă din Ellwood City, 
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Rives Junction şi 
Înălţarea Domnului din Detroit. Părintele Mihail a 
amintit clericilor prezenţi că e una să spui că încurajezi 
înfiinţarea unei mânăstiri şi e alta să contribui la 
realizarea acestui lucru prin rugăciuni şi sprijin 
financiar. De asemenea, Părintele Staret a rugat preoţii 
Episcopiei să încurajeze interesul tineretului în viaţa 
monahală şi să sfătuiască credincioşii să promoveze 
vocaţia monastică. 

O discuţie aprinsă a urmat. Prea Cuviosul Părinte 
Arhimandrit Roman Braga a vorbit apoi despre misiunea 
Bisericii de propovăduire a mesajului divin către non- 


Slujba parastasului la Congres. 


& ‘ 
RUGATI-VA SI LUCRATI PENTRU UNITATE ORTODOXA IN AMERICA DE NORD 


> as 
Se 73 
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ortodocşi şi în particular despre experienţa Mânăstirii 
Adormirea Maicii Domnului din Rives Junction. Unii 
preoţi au afirmat că sunt mulţumiţi a servi doar interesele 
spirituale ale comunităţilor româneşti. Alţi preoţi nu 
au fost de acord cu această viziune asupra rolulului 
parohiei şi al Episcopiei ca Biserică în America de 
Nord. Seara, după slujba Vecerniei, a urmat cina. 

Şedinţa Consiliului Episcopesc: Consiliul 
Episcopesc s-a întâlnit în obişnuita şedinţă de lucru 
premergătoare Congresului în sala Centrului “Vale- 
rian D. Trifa”. Printre lucrurile discutate a fost rezultatul 
referendumului cu privire la acreditările clerului, 
pregătit de o comisie a Consiliului, având în vedere 
numărul mare de cereri de acreditare ale clerului din 
misiuni, mânăstiri şi pensionari. S-a discutat pe seama 
numărului mare de diaconi, preoţi din misiuni şi monahi 
care au solicitat acreditare la Congres. S-a decis ca 
Mânăstirile să fie reprezentate de către stareti/starete; 
iar preoţii din misiuni au fost acreditaţi dacă misiunile 
respective şi-au îndeplinit obligaţiile financiare faţă 
de Episcopie. Consiliul Episcopesc şi-a întemeiat 
hotărârea pe baza faptului că Congresul este 
reprezentativ şi că parohiile sunt reprezentate în Congres 
conform Statutului şi Regulamentelor Episcopiei. 

Cererile de acceptare ca Parohii (de schimbare a 
statutului de misiuni în parohii) a Misiunilor Sf. 
Constantin şi Elena din Lilburn, Georgia şi Trei Ierarhi 
din Seattle, Washington au fost acceptate pentru a fi 
prezentate spre ratificare Congresului. S-a discutat 
raportul Comitetului cu privire la Contractele de 
salarizare ale angajaţilor Cancelariei. Scrisoarea de 
răspuns a Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
către Parohia Sf. Maria din Queens, New York şi 
scrisoarea de ameninţarea a Părintelui Remus Bleahu 
au fost prezentate Consiliului. 

Sesiunile de vineri ale Congresului: După Sfânta 
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Liturghie de vineri dimineaţa, delegaţii la Congres s- 
au adunat în biserică, unde, sub conducerea Înalt Prea 
Sfinţitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel s-a rostit rugăciunea 
de invocare a Sfântului Duh. 

Sesiunea de deschidere a avut 103 delegaţi. Cele 
două misiuni mai sus menţionate au fost unanim 
acceptate ca parohii ale Episcopiei. Scrisori de felicitare 
din partea Preşedintelui George W. Bush, a Primului 
Ministru al Canadei, a Primarului din Jackson şi ale 
altor demnitari au fost citite. Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 
Arhiepiscop Nathaniel a dat citire adresării sale către 
Congresul Episcopiei; copii în Engleză şi Română au 
fost distribuite delegaților. 

La Învitaţia Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel, Părintele Cătălin Mitescu, Ph.D. a condus 
sesiunile Congresului. S-au prezentat rapoartele către 
Congres conform broşurii “Report to the Congress”. 
S-a discutat asupra integrităţii procesului verbal la 
Congresul din 2005. Procesul verbal a fost acceptat de 
către Congres în forma prezentată iniţial. 

În sesiunea de după-amiază, s-a prezentat raportul 
Departamentului financiar al Episcopiei, împreună cu 
raportul de audit al firmei de CPA pentru anul 2005. 
S-a discutat asupra asigurării pentru fondurile lichide 
din bănci ale Episcopiei confrom FDIC. S-a raportat 
asupra cumpărării de către Episcopie a terenului 
adiacent Vetrei. Fişe cu salariile membrilor Cancelariei 
Episcopale au fost distribuite. Celelalte rapoarte pe 
departamente au fost prezentate conform broşurii 
publicate. După slujba Vecerniei au fost prezentate 
predici în limba română şi în limba engleză, urmate 
de spovedanii. A urmat cina. 

Sesiunile de sâmbătă ale Congresului: Părintele 
Cătălin Mitescu a deschis sesiunile cu 112 delegaţi 
prezenţi. S-a prezentat raportul asupra relaţiilor externe 

Cont. la pag. 22 
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A 57-A CONFERINŢĂ A AROY ÎN 
DEARBORN HEIGHTS 


Delegații AROY au fost gazduiti de către Parohia 
Sf Apostoli Petru şi Pavel din Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan si de catre Organizatia de tineret a Parohiei, 
pentru cea de-a 57- a Conferinţă a AROY ce a avut loc 
între 31 august şi 3 septembrie. Conferinţa a început 
vineri. Dupa slujba Sfintei Liturghii au avut loc 
întâlnirile de lucru începând cu ora 3:50pm. 44 de 
delegaţi au fost prezenţi. Cleicii prezenţi şi fottil 
preşedinţi ai AROY au fost prezentaţi. A fost introdus 
de asemenea DI. Marius Opincariu, directorul executiv 
al organizaţiei de tineret din Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxă 
Română din America şi Canada, care a prezentat urările 
de bine ale Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nicolae 
şi ale tineretului din Arhiepiscopie. 

Patru noi organizaţii au fost acceptate de delegaţii 
la Conferinţă: din San Jose, CA; Kitchener, ON, Grand 
Rapids, MI; şi de seniori din Southfield, MI. S-a dat 
citire rapoartelor şi s-a discutat asupra lor după care s- 
a trecut la vot. Delegații au fost împărţiţi în două 
grupuri de discuţii: sub 18 ani şi peste 18 ani. S-a 
discutat ceea ce înseamnă AROY pentru ei. După 
încheierea primei şedinţe şi cină, delegaţii şi oaspeţii 
au fost invitaţi pentru o croazieră de aproximativ două 
ore pe râul Detroit. 

Delegații au continuat activitatea lor sâmbătă 
dimineaţa de la ora 10:10am. După ascultarea 
rapoartelor s-a discutat pe seama necompletării 
proiectului AROY Yearbook, asupra evenimentelor 
calendaristice ale AROY, asupra datei Conferinţei 
AROY. S-a revăzut de asemnea, proiectul de buget şi 
s-a răspuns la întrebări. Un parastas a fost ridicat în 
memoria membrilor AROY trecuţi la Domnul. A slujit 
Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel. Prea 
Cuviosul Părinte leromonah Calinic, îndrumătorul 


spiritual al AROY a susţinut principalele adresări din 
cadrul Conferinţei. Părintele Calinic a insistat ca AROY 
să fie ceea ce fondatorii AROY au dorit: un grup de 
tineri care să fie o mărturie vie a credinţei ortodoxe. 
Sesiunea de după-amiază s-a încheiat cu alegerea 
conducătorilor AROY pentru 2006-2007. După slujba 
Vecerniei şi spovedanii a urmat o întâlnire a delegaților 
şi a oaspeţilor la un picnic românesc găzduit de Parohia 
Sfinţii Apostoli Petru şi Pavel. 

Duminică, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
a slujit slujba Sfintei Liturghii asistat de către Prea 
Cuviosul Părinte Calinic Berger, îndrumătorul spiri- 
tual al AROY, de către Prea Cucernicii Părinţi: Romey 
Rosco, preotul paroh, Anton Frunză şi David Subu şi 
de Părinţii diaconi: David Oancea, Sebastian 
Dumitraşcu, Horaţiu Balanean şi Wayne Wright. 
Părintele Ieromonah Calinic a rostit predica. Cei aleşi 
în conducerea AROY au depus jurământul şi au sărutat 
Sfânta Evanghelie şi Sfânta Cruce. 

A urmat un banchet festiv în sala socială a Parohiei. 

Dumincă seara, după un weekend încărcat de şedinţe 
şi slujbe religioase, AROY a sponsorizat un bal de 
seară (Cotillion). Părinţii au prezentat tinerele 
domnişoare, membre ale AROY întregii comunităţi. 
Delegati ai AROY, părinţi, prieteni şi foşti preşedinţi 
ai AROY au petrecut împreună, după care şi-au luat 
rămas bun unii de la alţii. Anul viitor, a 58-a conferinţă 
AROY va fi găzduită de către Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe 
şi de către grupul AROY al parohiei. 

După cum este tradiţia, Wfostii preşedinţi ai AROY, 
participanţi la conferinţă, s-au întâlnit pentru cină 
sâmbătă seara, pentru a depăna amintiri, a reînnoi 
legături de prietenie şi a discuta problemele AROY. 

„Cont. la pag. 24 
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HRAMUL ADORMIRII MAICII DOMNULUI A 
Fost SĂRBĂTORIT ÎN PAROHIA “SFÂNTA 
MARIA” DIN ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 


Sâmbătă, 12 august 2006, Prea Sfintitul Episcop 
Irineu a participat la Hramul Bisericii Sfânta Maria 
din Anaheim, California, din încredințarea Inalt Prea 
Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, şi la invitaţia P.C. 
Preot Paroh Cornel Avramescu. Programul Hramului 
a început vineri seara cu slujba Prohodului Maicii 
Domnului, la care au participat un număr mare de 
credincioşi, Prohodul fiind cântat de corul bisericii în 
frunte cu Doamna Preoteasă Eugenia Avramescu, care 
slujeşte Biserica, cu toată dăruirea, şi se implică trup 
şi suflet la bunul mers al parohiei. 

Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a fost întâmpinat la intrarea în 
biserică, cu tradiționala pâine şi sare de către 
preşedintele Consiliului Parohial şi de copii în cos- 
tume populare care i-au oferit buchete de flori. După 
ce Prea Sfinţitul s-a închinat la mormântul Maicii 
Domnului amenajat deosebit de frumos cu crini şi 
trandafiri albi în mijlocul bisericii, s-a aşezat în tronul 
arhieresc până la momentul când s-a început procesiunea 
de ocolire a bisericii. La încheierea procesiunii, după 
ce toţi credincioşii au trecut pe sub icoana Adormirii 
Maicii Domnului, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a ţinut un cuvânt 
de învăţătură, scoțând în evidenţă rolul Maicii Domnului 
în mântuirea lumii şi mijlocirea ei de Mamă 
duhovnicească a tuturor. 

Sâmbătă dimineaţa la orele 10am, a început Sfânta 
Liturghie arhierească oficiată de P.S. Irineu împreună 
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cu un sobor de preoţi şi diaconi: P.C. Părinte Paroh 
Cornel Avramescu, P.C. Părinte Protopop Constantin 
Alecse, P. Cuv. Arhim. Nicodim Bibarţ, P.C. Preot 
Liviu Popa, P.C. Preot Dumitru Ilies, Ierodiaconul 
Sebastian Dumitraşcu şi Diaconul Narcis Stoica. La 
sfârşitul Sfintei Liturghii, P.S. Irineu a ţinut un inaltator 
cuvânt de învăţătură şi a transmis tuturor celor prezenţi 
urările şi doririle de bine ale IPS Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, 
după care au mai luat cuvântul P.C. Părinte Protopop 
Constantin Alecse, P. Cuv. Arhim. Nicodim Bibart, 
P.C. Preot Liviu Popa, iar în încheiere P.C. Părinte 
Cornel Avramescu, care a mulţumit tuturor pentru 
participare. 

După slujbă, avut loc în curtea bisericii, la umbra 
viței de vie, o masă îmbelşugată de peşte, unde au 
participat toţi cei prezenţi, masa fiind pregătită cu 
multă dăruire de Reuninunea de Doamne, sub 
îndrumarea şi cu ajutorul neobosit al Doamnei Preotese 
Eugenia Avramescu. 

Sâmbată seara, P.S. Irineu a asistat la slujba vecerniei, 
oficiată de P.C. Preot Paroh Cornel Avramescu, 
împreună cu lerodiaconul Sebastian. 

Duminică a avut loc Sfânta Liturghie tot la Parohia 
Sfânta Maria, unde din nou, P.S. Irineu a ţinut cuvânt 
de învăţătură celor prezenţi. 

Bucuria a fost deplină în sufletele tuturor, praznicul 
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ALEGEREA CONSILIUL PAROHIAL 2007 


Pentru a putea fi numită şi aleasă în Consiliul parohial, 
o persoană trebuie să satisfacă condiţiile Sectiunii 14 
(c) (ii) ale Articolului LX din Statutul Mi Regulamentul 
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America (1994) şi 
să fi fost_membru înregistrat al parohiei pentru cel 
putin şase luni înainte de alegerea sa. 

In afară de calificările tehnice de mai sus, Comitetul 
de Numire va trebui să numească, iar Adunarea generală 
va trebui să aleagă în Consiliul parohial, numai acei 
membri care se împărtăşesc cu regularitate cu Sfintele 
Taine, care lucrează activ pentru prosperitatea spirituală 
şi materială a parohiei, vădind o puternică dorinţă de 
a spori Sfânta Biserică Ortodoxă a lui Dumnezeu. 

Atât numirea cât şi alegerea în Consiliul parohial, 
nu trebuiesc acordate nici unui membru care, doar 
foarte rar se spovedeşte, posteşte şi se împărtăşeşte cu 
Sfintele Taine, care nu vine cu regularitate la slujbele 
religioase ale parohiei, care promovează fărâmițarea 
şi destrămarea unităţii parohiei, sau care lipseşte de la 
alegerile pentru Consiliul parohial fără un motiv bine 
întemeiat. 

Pentru alegerea membrilor Consiliului parohial, 
următoarea procedură va trebui să fie strict observată: 
La o şedinţă a Consiliului parohial, cu cel puţin o lună 
înainte de Adunarea parohială, Consiliul va numi un 
Comitet de Numire compus din preotul paroh şi trei 
membri ai Consiliului, care vor pregăti în vederea 


prezentării Adunării parohiale, o listă de persoane 
doritoare şi calificate de a candida. Preotul nu va 
pregăti singur lista. În cazul descalificării unui candidat, 
preotul va informa pe ceilalţi membri ai comitetului, 
la şedinţa comitetului de numire. Nu va fi îngăduită 
nici o nouă numire sau schimbare a listei, nici chiar 
prin acord unanim. Dacă lista nu întruneşte majoritatea 
de voturi, se vor putea face numiri din şedinţă. 


În termen de şapte zile de la alegerea noului Consiliu, 
preotul paroh sau administratorul va convoca pe cei 
aleşi la o şedinţă, în care se va proceda la alegerea 
preşedintelui, vice-preşedintelui, secretarului, 
casierului, a doi epitropi şi doi controlori. Indata dupa 
constituire, noul consiliu va prelua de la foştii 
funcţionari toate registrele, gestiunea şi cheile 
proprietăţilor parohiale. 


Pe lângă membrii aleşi de Adunarea generală, 
următorii vor fi membri de drept ai Consiliului parohial, 
cu drept de vot: (a) Preotul paroh, preotul /preotii 
asistenţi, diaconul /diaconii; (b) Cei doi delegaţi mireni 
la Congresul Episcopiei; (c) Preşedinta Reuniunii de 
Femei; (d) Preşedintele/preşedinţii organizaţiei locale 
A.R.O.Y.; (e) Preşedintele altor organizaţii auxiliare 
pe care Congresul Episcopiei le poate autoriza; (f) 
Fostul preşedinte al Consiliului parohial pe anul trecut, 
doar în primul an după ce a fost schimbat. 


ALEGEREA DELEGARTILOR LA CONGRESUL 
EpiscoPIEI 2007-2009 


Delegații mireni şi loctiitorii lor vor fi aleşi de către 
membrii parohiei respective la Adunarea Generală 
parohială anuală, pentru o perioadă de doi ani. Ei nu 
mai pot fi aleşi, fie ca delegaţi, fie ca loctiitori ai 


delegaților, pentru un al treilea termen de doi ani. ~ 


(Consiliul Episcopesc poate face excepţii la această 
limitare în cazuri speciale şi justificate. Nu intră în 
competenţa Consiliilor parohiale, în nici o circumstanta, 
de a alege delegaţi sau loctiitori ai delegaților. Vezi 
Articolul IX, Secţiunea 29, (g).) 

Fiecare parohie va fi reprezentată în Congresul 
Episcopiei prin preotul ei paroh sau administrator şi 
prin doi delegaţi mireni sau doi locţiitori (supleanti) ai 
delegaților, aleşi de către Adunarea Generală parohială 
pe termen de doi ani. Pentru a fi aleasă delegat sau 
locţiitor, o persoană trebuie să fi fost membră a parohiei 
cel puţin un an. 

Alegerea delegaților şi a loctiitorilor va fi certificată 
Episcopiei de către preşedintele şi secretarul Adunării 
parohiale, iar documentaţia trebuie trimisă la Oficiul 
(Cancelaria) Episcopiei. Nu pot fi aleşi loctiitori, dacă 
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— 


nu au fost aleşi mai întâi delegaţi. Dacă o persoană 
care este aleasă să fie delegat sau locţiitor, nu are de 
gând să participe la Congres, atunci acea persoană va 
trebui să refuze numirea. Misiunile nu vor avea 
reprezentare de delegaţi la Congres. 


Al 74-lea Congres ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 


Noii conducători ai AROY sunt: Preşedinte, John 
E. Lazar; Vice-Preşedinte, Jennifer Roman; Secretară, 
Lisa Nemeş; Casier, Maranda Tipa; Controlori, Nicholas 
Avramut, Kristina Persichino; membri, Bogdan Maxim, 
Silvana Totan, Maria Lupu, Michael Pac-Urar. 
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EDUCAREA CREŞTINĂ A FAMILIEI 


Cei şapte tineri din Efes 
— 4 August — 


In vremea prigonirii creştinilor de către împăratul 
Deciu, când mulţi fugeau şi se ascundeau în munţi 
pentru a nu fi siliţi să jertfească zeilor, alţii mureau ca 
martiri, iar alţii renuntau la credinţă, în acea vreme, 
au trăit 7 tineri, prieteni, care şi-au păstrat obiceiurile 
creştine mergând la biserică, ţinând post şi rugându- 
se mult. Fiind pârâţi la împăratul, aceşti 7, pe nume: 
Maximilian, lamvlih, Martinian, loan, Dionisie, 
Exacustodian şi Antonin au recunoscut că sunt creştini 
şi au refuzat să jertfească idolilor. Furios, împăratul 
le-a retras titlurile de nobili. Trebuind să plece din 
cetate i-a eliberat pentru un timp, rămânând să-i judece 
la întoarcerea sa şi cerându-le, între timp să renunţe la 
creştinism. Eliberati, cei 7 tineri şi-au continuat viata 
creştinească, apoi au hotărât să se retragă într-o peşteră 
din muntele Ohlon pentru a se ruga în linişte. După un 
timp, cel mai tânăr dintre ei, lamvlih, schimbându-și 
hainele pentru a nu fi cunoscut, s-a dus în cetate să 
cumpere mâncare, şi a aflat că Deciu se va întoarce în 
ziua următoare şi că dăduse ordin ca tot poporul să se 
pregătească să jertfeasca zeilor. Atunci, tânărul, a 
cumpărat doar puţină pâine şi s-a întors repede la 
prietenii lui dându-le vestea cea rea. Tinerii s-au rugat 
lui Dumnezeu să le dea putere pentru ceea ce avea să 
urmeze *... Si s-au încredinţat pe ei spre ajutorul şi 
mila Lui” (Vieţile Sfinţilor pe August), apoi au mâncat 
şi au adormit. 

Când împăratul s-a întors in cetate a cerut să fie 
aduşi cei 7 tineri, dar negăsindu-i, a cerut să fie aduşi 
părinţii lor. Iar aceştia, de frică, au destăinuit locul 
unde tinerii se află ascunşi. Furios împăratul a dat 
ordin să-se astupe intrarea peşterii pentru ca tinerii să 
moară de foame şi de sete închişi acolo înăuntru. Şi 
aşa s-a făcut. Printre cei ce zideau intrarea se aflau şi 
doi creştini, Teodor şi Rufin, care au pus printre pietre 
un mic sicriaş de aramă în care se aflau două tăblițe 
de plumb pe care scriseseră viaţa şi pedepsirea tinerilor. 

Au trecut multi ani şi s-au schimbat multi împărați. 
în vremea lui Teodosie cel Tânăr s-a răspândit eresul 
care învăţa că nu există învierea morţilor. Impăratul 
se ruga lui Dumnezeu să-i ajute pe oameni spre dreapta 
credinţă şi Dumnezeu i-a ajutat. Adolfie, stăpânul 
muntelui, a dat ordin să se ia pietre pentru un staul şi 
slugile au luat de la intrarea peşterii fără să ştie ce este 
acolo. Dumnezeu a făcut astfel că aceşti 7 tineri s-au 
trezit şi crezând că abia a trecut o noapte, s-au hotărât 
să meargă să-l confrunte pe Deciu şi să moară ca 
martiri, dar mai întâi au decis să-l trimită pe Iamvlih 
să le aducă mai multă mâncare decât noaptea trecută, 


pentru a prinde putere. Când lamvlih s-a dus în cetate 


nu a mai cunoscut-o şi s-a mirat văzând semnul crucii 
pe porţile ei. Încercând să cumpere pâine, vânzătorul 
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i-a luat banul şi mirat să vadă un ban atât de vechi, cu 
semnul împăratului Deciu pe el, l-a crezut mincinos şi 
hoţ. Tânărul nu mai recunostea pe nimeni şi nimeni 
din cei de faţă nu auziseră de părinţii şi neamurile lui. 
Aceştia muriseră de mult. Atunci, antipatul cetăţii şi 
Episcopul stefan l-au întrebat mai mult. Si mergând 
cu toţii la peşteră au găsit sicriaşul cu tablitele unde 
scria despre tineri şi i-au găsit şi pe ceilalţi tineri 
“sezând plini de bucurie, cu feţele lor strălucite cu 
lumina darului lui Dumnezeu şi înflorind cu frumuseţile 
ca nişte flori.“ (Vieţile Sfinţilor pe August). Bucuroşi 
că Dumnezeu le-a dat răspunsul despre învierea 
morţilor, episcopul şi antipatul l-au chemat pe împăratul 
Teodosie cel Tânăr să vadă şi el minunea trezirii din 
somn a acestor tineri după aproximativ 200 de ani. 
Impăratul, venind, “...s-a împărtăşit şapte zile la masă 
împreună cu dânşii şi le slujea lor. După multe vorbiri, 
privind spre dânşii cu dinadinsul şi îndulcindu-se de 
vederea feţei lor, i-a văzut plecându-şi iar capetele la 
pământ şi adormind cu somnul morţii după porunca 
lui Dumnezeu. “(Vieţile Sfinţilor pe August). Aceşti 
sfinţi se sărbătoresc în fiecare an pe 4 August. 


Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

- Când ne rugăm la Dumnezeu, ne încredinţăm pe 
noi şi pe familiile noastre milei şi ajutorului lui 
Dumnezeu? Sau, măcar, ne rugăm la Dumnezeu, 
ori ne zbuciumăm şi ne chinuim în zadar, bazându- 
ne numai pe puterile noastre? 

- l-am învăţat pe copiii nostri să aibe încredere totală 
în Dumnezeu? Sunt mulţi bătrâni, tineri, copii, care 
la boală sau necaz se apropie mai mult de Dumnezeu. 
Am cunoscut multe persoane foarte bolnave care au 
primit mult ajutor. Si chiar dacă unii au murit, 
Dumnezeu a avut grijă să le împlinească unele dorinţe 
foarte importante, încă din lumea aceasta. Ce răsplată 
au primit pentru durerile lor când au ajuns pe lumea 
cealaltă, nu ştiu, dar ştiu că Dumnezeu este drept şi 
iubitor şi că trebuie să avem încredere totală în 
dragostea Lui, ştiind ca El se îngrijeşte de fiecare 
din noi oricât de neinsemnati ni s-ar părea că suntem. 

- Credem noi cu putere că atât sufletul cât şi trupul 
vor învia? Cred copiii noştri aceasta? Minunea care 
s-a făcut cu cei 7 tineri din Efes nu a fost numai 
pentru a întări credinţa generaţiei lui Teodosie cel 
Tânăr, ci pentru a întări credinţa tuturor generaţiilor 
care aveau să urmeze, inclusiv generaţia noastră, a 
copiilor noştri şi a urmaşilor lor. Este trist că mulţi 
dintre noi nu am ştiut despre minunea cu aceşti 7 
tineri şi nici copiii noştri nu ştiu. Oricât ar părea de 
necrezut (minunea e ceva ce nu se poate explica 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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Educarea Creştină a Familiei 


Cont. de la pag. 23 
ştiinţific), oare nu este de datoria noastră să le 
vorbim copiilor noştri despre cei 7 tineri din Efes? 
I-am vorbit unui tânăr care abia îşi luase doctoratul 
în imunologie despre această minune. Avea ceva 
cunoştinţe despre religie şi credea în Dumnezeu, 
întâi datorită educaţiei primite în familie, apoi, 
ştiinţific, fiind uimit de complexitatea şi precizia 
de lucru a fiecărei celule din organism a ajuns la 
concluzia că numai Dumnezeu putea crea ceva atât 
de perfect. Şi totuşi, când i-am vorbit de cei 7 tineri 
din Efes a ripostat “Nu-i adevărat!” “De ce nu-i 
adevărat?”, l-am întrebat. “Cum de eu nu ştiu despre 
asta?” ‘“‘Dar ce, tu ştii tot ce există în lume?” S-a 
gândit un timp apoi mi-a răspuns: “Nu-i adevărat 
pentru că nu e pe Internet!” Personal, sunt de modă 
mai veche, prefer cărţile, dar dacă tinerii au atâta 
încredere în atotstiinta Internetului primesc 
provocarea. “Caută pe internet!” A căutat la Efes, 
nu a găsit, apoi i-am sugerat “Ephesus” şi a găsit. 
Era uimit şi a rămas să se mai gândească. Asta şi 
vroiam: să gândească. Nu asta dorim de la copiii 
noştri? Să gândească la ceea ce le spunem, să nu 
treacă pe lângă lucruri atât de importante fără să 
gândească, fără să încerce să le pătrundă înţelesul. 
- Discutăm noi cu copiii nostri probleme religioase, 
încercând să aflăm părerea lor şi încercând să-i 
ajutăm să ajungă la concluzii corecte? Sau, ca părinţii 
celor 7, ne-lepădăm de ei şi-i trădăm ateiştilor? 
Dumnezeu să ne ajute să ne facem datoria de părinţi 
creştini, cât încă mai avem timp să o facem. Dacă nu 
am făcut-o până acuma, iar mâine ni se întâmplă un 
accident de automobil, ce vom răspunde în faţa Marelui 
Judecător? 


Maica Preoteasă 


Hramul Adormirii 
Cont. de la pag. 21 


Adormirii Maicii Domnului fiind sărbătorit cu multă 


recunoştinţă şi dragoste faţă de Stăpâna lumii, care se 
roagă neîncetat şi mijloceşte pentru mântuirea noastră. 

Mulţumim Prea Sfinţitului Irineu pentru participare 
şi pentru-cuvintele alese adresate credincioşilor din 
Anaheim, P.C. Părinte Cornel Avramescu pentru 
frumoasa primire şi bunătatea părintească pe care o 
arată tuturor, Doamnei Preotese Eugenia care este 
sufletul acestei parohii, şi nu în ultimulrand, Consiliului 
Parohial şi- Reuniunii de Doamne. 

Dumnezeu să rânduiască bunilor credincioşi de la 
Parohia Sf. Maria multă sănătate şi mântuire, iar Maicii 
Domnului ne rugăm zicând: 

“Bucură-te bucuria noastră, care întru adormirea Ta 
nu ne laşi pe noi”, şi iarăşi, “Acoperă-ne pe noi de tot 
răul, cu Cinstitul Tău Acoperământ”. 

lerodiacon Sebastian Dumitraşcu 


Al 57-a Conferinţă 


Cont. de la pag. 20 

ale Episcopiei. Membrii Comisiei de dialog mixt au 
prezentat statutul actual al dialogului dintre cele două 
Episcopii şi au răspuns la întrebările delegaților. 

După prânz, delegaţii au reluat şedinţa. S-au discutat 
din nou pe seama activităţii Comisiei de Dialog. Înalt 
Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiescop Nathaniel a solicitat 
Congresului să “încurajeze continuarea muncii 
Comisiei”, iar Comisiei să “continue munca”. Alte 
raporturi au fost prezentate conform broşurii publicate. 
Toate raporturile au fost acceptate precum şi bugetele 
propuse. 

În final, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop Nathaniel 
a mulţumit Prea Sfintitului Episcop Irineu pentru 
activitatea sa, membrilor Cancelariei Episcopale, 
membrilor Consiliului Episcopesc, Parohiei gazdă — 
Sf. Ioan Botezătorul din Glendale, Arizona, Reuniunii 
de Doamne de la Catedrala Sf. Maria din Cleveland 
pentru găzduirea chioşcului de cafea şi grupului coral 
“Ad Hoc” pentru răspunsurile la Sf. Liturghie de 
duminică. 

A urmat apoi slujba Vecerniei, predicile şi spovedanii. 
Un program muzical a fost prezentat în timpul şi după 
cină. 

Sfânta Liturghie de Dumincă: Înalt Prea Sfinţitul 


Arhiepiscop Nathaniel şi Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu ~ 


au concelebrat Sfânta Liturghie asistați de preoţii şi 
diaconii Episcopiei. Banchetul Congresului a urmat în 
pavilion. Delegații şi oaspeţii prezenţi au plecat de la 
Vatra multumind lui Dumnezeu pentru nenumăratele 


binecuvântări revărsate peste Episcopie, parohii, misiuni . 


şi mânăstiri. 
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